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DON’T WORRY, 
BE HAPPY 
BY BOBBY MCFERRIN 
1988 
 
 
KEY:  G 
4/4 TIME  
WITH A “REGGAE FEEL” 
  
 
          STARTING NOTE: B 

                                 
 
 
 
 

                                
 

                                
 

                                
  

INTRO:   | G  /  /  /  /  |  G  /  /  /  /  |  
 
                         G                                                                 AM  
VERSE 1:    HERE’S A LITTLE SONG I WROTE, YOU MIGHT WANT TO LEARN IT NOTE FOR NOTE.  DON’T 
C////      C////       G////  G////     G////       
WORRY,        BE HAPPY.               IN EV’RY LIFE THERE COMES SOME TROUBLE BUT 
AM                                                                                      C////       C////    G////  G//// 
WHEN YOU WORRY, YOU MAKE IT DOUBLE.  DON’T WORRY,       BE HAPPY. 
 
                      G                                                   AM ////  AM ////                  C////       C////                   G////  G//// 
CHORUS:  LA LA LA, LA LA LA LALALA, LALALA,         LALALALA  LALALA,      LALALALA  LA.    
 
                        G                                                                           AM 
VERSE 2:    AIN’T GOT NO PLACE TO LAY YOUR HEAD.  SOMEBODY COME AND TAKE YOUR BED.  DON’T 
C////       C////      G////  G////       G 
WORRY,        BE HAPPY.    THE LANDLORD SAY YOUR RENT IS LATE. 
AM                                                             C////     C////    G////  G//// 
HE MIGHT HAVE TO LITIGATE.  DON’T WORRY,    BE HAPPY. 
 
                       G                                                 AM ////  AM ////                  C////       C////                   G////  G//// 
CHORUS:  LA LA LA, LA LA LA LALALA, LALALA,        LALALALA  LALALA,      LALALALA  LA.    
 
                        G                                                                                      AM 
VERSE 3:   AIN’T GOT NO CASH, AIN’T GOT NO STYLE.  AIN’T GOT NO GAL TO MAKE YOU SMILE. 
            C////       C////    G////  G////             G 
DON’T WORRY,      BE HAPPY.    ‘CAUSE WHEN YOU WORRY YOUR FACE WILL FROWN AND 
AM                                                                           C////     C////     G////  G//// 
THAT WILL BRING EV’RYBODY DOWN. DON’T WORRY,     BE HAPPY. 
 
                       G                                                 AM ////  AM ////                   C////       C////                   G////  G//// 
CHORUS:  LA LA LA, LA LA LA LALALA, LALALA,        LALALALA  LALALA,      LALALALA  LA.    
 
                         G                                                                 AM  
VERSE 1:    HERE’S A LITTLE SONG I WROTE, YOU MIGHT WANT TO LEARN IT NOTE FOR NOTE.  DON’T 
C////      C////    G////  G////      G ////       
WORRY,     BE HAPPY.                  IN EV’RY LIFE THERE COMES SOME TROUBLE BUT 
AM                                                                                      C////       C////     G////  G//// 
WHEN YOU WORRY, YOU MAKE IT DOUBLE.  DON’T WORRY,       BE HAPPY. 
 
                                      G                                                 AM ////    AM ////                 
CHORUS & END:  LA LA LA, LA LA LA LALALA, LALALA,         LALALALA  
C////       C /  /  /  /                       G                                              REST   
LALALA,      LALALALA             LA–LA.    LA–LA.    LA-LA 
                                                         D/U           D/U           D/U        REST          
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