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OB-LA-DI 
JOHN LENNON & 
PAUL MCCARTNEY 
(1968) 
 
KEY:  F 
4/4 TIME 
 
ROCK GROOVE 
 
STARTING NOTE:  A 

             
 
 

      

      

        

         

         
  

       
 
 

   
 
 
 

TACET:  
NO UKE 

INTRO:     F////    F////        
                                                                                                                                                   
                    F////                                            C7////                 ////                                        F////     
VERSE 1:    DESMOND HAS A BARROW IN THE MARKETPLACE.  MOLLY IS THE SINGER IN THE BAND.                
F////                                             Bb////                                             F//                             C7//                           F  /  /  /  /      
DESMOND SAYS TO MOLLY ‘GIRL I LIKE YOUR FACE’ AND MOLLY SAYS THIS AS SHE TAKES HIM BY THE HAND.  OB-LA    
 
                           F////                                AM //    DM //     F//                        C7//             F /  /  /  /      
CHORUS 1:   DI, OB-LA-DA, LIFE GOES ON        BRA,     LA-LA HOW THE LIFE GOES ON.      OB-LA 
F////                                AM //   DM //       F//                        C7//             F//// 
DI, OB-LA-DA, LIFE GOES ON       BRA,        LA-LA HOW THE LIFE GOES ON. 
 
                    F////                                                  C7////                      ////                                              F////     
VERSE 2:    DESMOND TAKES A TROLLEY TO THE JEWELER’S STORE.  BUYS A TWENTY-CARAT GOLDEN RING   (RING).             
F////                                               Bb////                                    F//                         C7//                      F  /  /  /  /      
TAKES IT BACK TO MOLLY WAITING AT THE DOOR AND AS HE GIVES IT TO HER SHE BEGINS TO SING.    OB-LA            
 
                           F////                                AM //    DM //     F//                        C7//             F /  /  /  /      
CHORUS 2:   DI, OB-LA-DA, LIFE GOES ON        BRA,     LA-LA HOW THE LIFE GOES ON.      OB-LA 
F////                                AM //   DM //       F//                        C7//             F//  F7//  
DI, OB-LA-DA, LIFE GOES ON       BRA,        LA-LA HOW THE LIFE GOES ON. 
 
                     Bb////                                                   ////                             F////  F7 //// 
BRIDGE 1:           IN A COUPLE OF YEARS THEY HAVE BUILT A HOME SWEET HOME.   
Bb////                                                 ////                     F////                            C7 /     TACET  
       WITH A COUPLE OF KIDS RUNNING IN THE YARD OF DESMOND AND MOLLY JONES.  HA HA HA HA HA HA. 
 
                    F////                                  C7////                 ////                                                      F////     
VERSE 3:    HAPPY EVER AFTER IN THE MARKETPLACE, DESMOND LETS THE CHILDREN LEND A HAND. 
F////                                                      Bb////                                    F//                                C7//                     F  /  /  /  /      
MOLLY STAYS AT HOME AND DOES HER PRETTY FACE AND IN THE EVENING SHE STILL SINGS IT IN THE BAND.  OB-LA 
 
                           F////                                AM //    DM //     F//                         C7//             F /  /  /  /      
CHORUS 3:   DI, OB-LA-DA, LIFE GOES ON        BRA,     LA-LA HOW THE LIFE GOES ON.       OB-LA 
F////                                AM //   DM //       F//                         C7//            F//  F7//  
DI, OB-LA-DA, LIFE GOES ON       BRA,        LA-LA HOW THE LIFE GOES ON. 
 
                     Bb////                                                  ////                             F////  F7 //// 
BRIDGE 2 :         IN A COUPLE OF YEARS THEY HAVE BUILT A HOME SWEET HOME.   
Bb////                                                 ////                    F////                            C7 /      TACET  
       WITH A COUPLE OF KIDS RUNNING IN THE YARD OF DESMOND AND MOLLY JONES.  HA HA HA HA HA HA. 
 
                    F////                                   C7////                ////                                                 F////     
VERSE 4:    HAPPY EVER AFTER IN THE MARKETPLACE, MOLLY LETS THE CHILDREN LEND A HAND. 
F////                                                         Bb////                                     F//                       C7//                        F  /  /  /  /      
DESMOND STAYS AT HOME AND DOES HIS PRETTY FACE AND IN THE EVENING SHE’S A SINGER IN THE BAND.  OB-LA 
 
                                     F////                                AM //    DM //     F//                        C7//             F /  /  /  /      
CHORUS 4 & END:      DI, OB-LA-DA, LIFE GOES ON        BRA,     LA-LA HOW THE LIFE GOES ON.       OB-LA 
F////                                AM //    DM //     F//                         C7//             DM/ / / / 
DI, OB-LA-DA, LIFE GOES ON        BRA,      LA-LA HOW THE LIFE GOES ON.        IF YOU          
DM ////                                 C7 //                F //   (STRONG LAST STRUM) 
WANT SOME FUN, TAKE   OB-LA-DI, BLA-DA! 
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