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SIMPLE 
GIFTS 
ELDER JOSEPH  
BRACKETT JR. 1848 
 
AARON COPELAND’S 
APPALACHIAN SPRING 
1944 
 
 
KEY:  G 
4/4 TIME 
LULLABY FEEL 
 
 
STARTING NOTE:  D 

                               
 

                                  
 

                                   
     

                                   
 

                                   
 

                                  

THUMB 
PICK  
 
ROLL 
THUMB 
ACROSS 
ALL FOUR 
STRINGS 
 
1ST BEAT: G 
2ND BEAT: C 
3RD BEAT: E 
4TH BEAT: A 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INTRO:    G////     G////     G////      G//// 
                                                                    ‘TIS THE     
 
    
                    G////             ////                          ////                //// 
PART 1:  GIFT TO BE SIMPLE, ‘TIS THE GIFT TO BE FREE.  ‘TIS THE 
AM7////              ////       ////                                    D7//// 
GIFT TO COME DOWN WHERE WE OUGHT TO BE.  AND 
G////                              ////                      ////                  ////               
WHEN WE FIND OUR-SELVES IN THE PLACE JUST RIGHT.  WE’LL 
AM7////       ////               ////                    G////   ////   ////   //// 
BE IN THE VALLEY OF LOVE AND DE-LIGHT._____ 
 
 
 
                   G////     ////             ////              ////               
PART 2:  WHEN TRUE SIM-PLICITY IS GAINED.  TO 
G////                 ////            AM7////          D7//// 
BOW AND TO BEND WE WON’T BE A-SHAMED.  TO 
G////     ////               ////                ////               
TURN, TURN WILL BE OUR DE-LIGHT, ‘TIL BY 
AM7////      ////                   ////                     G////    ////   ////   //// 
TURNING, TURNING WE COME ‘ROUND RIGHT._____     ‘TIS THE 
 
 
 
                                  G////             GMAJ7////              G6////          GMAJ7////                      
PART 3 & END:  GIFT TO BE SIMPLE,  ‘TIS THE GIFT TO BE FREE.  ‘TIS THE 
AM7////              ////      ////                                    D7//// 
GIFT TO COME DOWN WHERE WE OUGHT TO BE.  AND 
G////                             GMAJ7////         G6////            GMAJ7////                              
WHEN WE FIND OUR-SELVES IN THE PLACE JUST RIGHT.  WE’LL  
 

AM7////     ////                 ////                    G////  
BE IN THE VALLEY OF LOVE AND DE-LIGHT. 
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